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PREFACE 


HE Introducing Italian Opera’s upon the Englifh Stage, has’ fo altered 
: the Tafte of this Nation, as to MUSICK, that fcarce any thing, but 
what bears fome Refemblance of the /ta/ian Style and Manner, is re- 

ceived with Favour or heard with Patience. 





Tt muft be acknowledg’d that thofe Opera’s have a great deal of Beauty and 
Spirit : That Part of their Compofitions call’d Recitative (to fuch as have Judg- 
ment in'Mufick and underftand their Language) is very affecting : Moft of their 
Airs alfo are very Skilfully compos’, and well adapted; But for want of under- 
ftanding their Language, a great deal of their Beauty is undifcovered by US: 
‘We feem pleas'd, we know not why ; the Performance leaves none, or at beft, 
but very confus’d Impreffions on our Minds, and our Satisfaction ceafes, when 
the Curtain is faln: So the Moft that we make of it is a tranfient Amufement. 
Italy is confefsd to be the proper Sof for a true Relith, as well as Improvement 
of fuch Reprefentations, which (like other Things) by Tranfplanting, lofe much 
of their .Agreeablenefs and Delicacy, the End of Vocal-Mafick (the affeCting the 
Paffions) being wholly loft to’ Us. otk 

This is Evident from the Method our Exglifh Audience takes of giving Ap- 
plaufe ; their Approbation is fhown in the wrong Place, and generally runs 
higheft upon the flighteft Occafions : The Theatre fhall ring with Eycore’s to 
fuch Stuff, as an Englifh Matter would blufh to own himfelf the Author of ; 
when their moft Solemn and Pathetick Mufick, and moft Mafterly. Compofitions 
fhall not only pafs by unregarded, but to a great part of the Audience, they 
fhall feem tedious and tirefome. As well all the Beautiful Paflages and Incidents 
of the Drama, as moft of the affecting Touches and Elegancies of the Mujick 
adapted to them, are undifcern’d, and like a Beautiful Obje& at too great a 
Diftance from the Eye; no diftinét, or truly pleafing Zdea’s can be formed from 
i. 


This indeed is a Calamity to be lamented, but hard to be redrefs’d, unlefs 
the Compofing Opera’s in our ow# Language was promoted, which would very 
probably an{wer any Encouragement that fhould be given to fuch Undertakings. 


But I cannot join in Opinion with thofe who think, that if our Angizfh 
Opera’s were exactly modell’d by the J¢alians, that is, if they were All Mufick, 
that they would be better receiv’d on that Account. I remember the Reputa- 
tion of thofe in my Brothers Time (which were of a different Kind) to have 
fubfifted longer than the Jtalian Opera’s have generally done fince, though the 
latter have been fupported by the Excellent Performances of Seignior Nicolini, 
and other Celebrated Ztalian Artifts, which was wanting in the former. 


Were 
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Were the fame kind of Opera's to be again reviv'd and encouraged, there is no 
doubt but our Nation would produce Genius’s fuitable to fuch Undertakings, and 
we fhould then be capable of a true Enjoyment of thefe Diverfions, becaufe we 
fhould underftand them better, than as they are now obfcured and darkned by a 
Language to which we are utterly Strangers. 


Tam pleas’d with the Remembrance of my Brother’s good Succefles this way; 
His Works {peak fo well for themfelves, that they cannot receive any Advantage 
from any thing offer’d by me in their Behalf, and are themfelves the beft Anfwer 
that can be given to the Calumnies of fome-few who call themfelves MA STE RS; 
who will not allow that HE ever compos’d any thing that was tolerable, or had 
any true Genius for MUSICK: This is not only traducing his Memory, but 
calling in) Queftion the’ Tafte and Judgment of all: thofe who had any. Relith for; 
or Skillin MUSICK in His time ;' whofe Approbation have been’ confirm’d by 
the Impartial Opinions of the beft Judges in Europe, everifince. 9) 230) = 

As to the following Peices, tho’ they are not of the Dramatick kind, yet they 
are intended>as an Effay towards the Imitation of fuch Compofitions, and ’tis 
hoped they will not fare the worfe for {peaking Buglifh:: My End init; was-only, 
to try anExperiment ; and tho’. I happen not to fucceed, either! to my own Withes, 
or other People’s Expectations: in. thevAttempt, yet thus’ far. I am-convine’d, that 
our ‘Nation|.is; capable of Improvement ‘as well jn This, as in all other Sciences, 
Were it not for the, Humour: of promoting. Novelties,, and difcouraging our..own 
Country-inen, »by being too fond of every thing that’s Foreign, tho?sin many: 
Gafes inferion to the Productions of our oun: Country. tor. :alel ob eenths 


If my Endeavours herein fhall be candidly receiv’d, it may. encourage abler 
Perfonsito improve upon the Method I have taken, and by, that means*we may" 
hope to take fome Pleafure in the Labours of our:owe. Country-men, to. whofe 
Judgments thefe Compofitions are humbly fubmitted, by 


DAN. PURCELL. 
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